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 Most of the time, the internet is a wonderful tool for children and teens to use.  With its 

limitless websites and information, you could do an entire college-level research paper without 

ever having to open a book.  Many businesses and organizations are attempting to use this 

worldwide tool to not only advertise, but to also find out what the customers are interested in and 

to improve their services.  Unfortunately, there are also groups of people who use this wonderful 

tool for wrong and sometimes dangerous things.  

 These people who use the internet for wrong things don’t view the internet as a 

communication tool, but as a way to do what ever they want.  With pornography and poorly 

protected social networking sites, the internet becomes a dangerous and disturbing place for 

children. With all of the danger to consider, it may seem a wonder why parents should ever let 

their child online, but there are ways to protect yourself and your child from these dangers and 

they can be surprisingly simple. 

 One of the best ways that parents can provide protection is by setting up parental 

controls.  Many newer computers often have easy-to-access and simple to use programs already 

installed on the computer that parents could use.  Simply fix the setting from what the child can 

go to, to how long they can spend online. If you child is older, than talk to them as your setting 

up the controls so they can access the sites that they usually go to and still have protection from 

the more dangerous websites.  

 Although most of the protection comes from the parent or caregiver, teens also have to 

contribute to their own protection.  Have them become educated in internet literacy and the 



dangers of the internet soon.  Remember that your child is probably more familiar with the 

internet and its capabilities than you; keep an eye on how much they spend on the computer.  If 

they are becoming withdrawn, talk to them.  If they mention that they are getting harassed online 

by someone they don’t know, believe them and have them show you the e-mails or IMs.  

 To be extra sure, know how to access the history of your internet browser, all internet 

browsers have this automatically.  If you see pornographic websites or other inappropriate 

things, talk to them in a calm manner about how you know and the dangers of what their doing 

not only to the computer from all the viruses, but also to themselves socially. Also keep an eye 

on their behavior when you enter the room. If the suddenly click out of a webpage or something, 

that could be a warning sign. 

 As you can see, although the internet may seem harmless, real dangers lurk in the web 

pages.  If you seriously suspect that your child is visiting pornographic websites on a regular 

basis, talk to them and see if you can’t solve the problem. The internet is an incredible tool; don’t 

let the creeps take it over.  

 

  

   


